Dear friends, today we come with a tear in eye, mourning the loss we have endured. For it is our loss! Not Stephen’s. He has left this world, to move on before us the cut clear a path in through the woods in life’s journey. One that each of us will follow at a time not of our choosing.  I like to believe, that ones passing is Gods approval, that we have achieved our life’s mission. This mission is unknown to each of us, but hides deep within, for us to figure out. 
Decisions we make on a daily bases, cause our lives to intertwine with so many people. Steve’s life was intertwined with so many people. Each of us with a different story to tell. One thing in common is the light we found in him. The caring, compassionate soul that would give the shirt off his back for even a stranger. He was one of the most outgoing people I have ever met. 
Steve would come across one another from our childhood to adulthood. We were only passing acquaintances through those many years.  Those of you who new him his entire life are very lucky people. 
Steve and I really got together only about six years ago. I was never interested in the brook and environment like he was. But his passion was infectious. Before I new it, I was right by his side, not realizing that passion was growing in me too. Those of us, who really got to know Steve, have that passion within each of us also. Therefore his passion will not pass away with him. It will stay here with all of us, to carry on, what he has started.

Steve was blessed to have found his purpose early in life. He set the stage for what has become his legacy. How fortunate most people would be to even develop a legacy, he truly was a gifted soul. One I am proud to have known. 

His legacy is THE BUCKEYE BROOK COALITION. Steve passed the torch of leadership over to me last year. So that he could spend the time with his Mom, Irene. His family was the only thing more important, then the brook.
I gladly accepted this job, of furthering the cause he started.  I never expected to do this without him.  Steve appeared to do it single handily, I assure you there was a large amount of people behind him. Today I ask all to be behind me, to build an army of environmental activist that will continue the tremendous job he started. The Coalition will continue on!

Please do not grieve too long; to grieve is to prolong his death.  Instead stir the passion that he shared with each of us, and celebrate his life in yours: Each and every day. 
God Bless you all.

