Dear Buckeye Brook Coalition Members and Friends, 
As the President of the Buckeye Brook Coalition, I feel it is my responsibility to make you aware of our dedication to the preservation and protection of our watershed.  I have compiled a summary of what we have been involved with over the 2010 year.  This is my report to you as members and friends of the Buckeye Brook Coalition.  I hope you will find this report informative.  I also hope that you will continue to be a member in good standing by renewing your membership and encourage your friends and family to do so as well. I look forward to continuing to serve the coalition as President for as long as you will allow me. 
Thank you, 

Paul Earnshaw, President

Buckeye Brook Coalition

401-739-6592

brookeye10@gamil.com
Steve Insana Memorial

Since the passing of the founder of the Buckeye Brook Coalition, his sister, Lori, pursued the concept of creating a memorial to Steve.  Lori was able to quickly acquire a site next to the brook along Warwick Ave.  This was accomplished with the assistance of Governor Carcieri and former Director of DEM Michael Sullivan. Several of Steve’s friends organized a benefit motorcycle run. That, along with donations to a memorial fund gave the BBC the money to develop the site. The City of Warwick also provided assistance by applying herbicide to the site to kill off existing vegetation which was mostly poison ivy. The city also donated a stone which will bear a plaque remembering Steve. The final part of the site is choosing a plaque, and a date to dedicate it. 
West Shore Rd. Marsh Restoration
2010 was another productive year for the coalition.  On January 20, 2010 we received the results of an isotope study which was done with the help of Save the Bay.  The testing was analyzed at the EPA Laboratory in Jamestown, R.I.  The purpose was to determine the nutrient source which is causing the growth of an area of phragmites australis in the brackish marsh along West Shore Rd.  At a cost of $1,500.00, this resulted in money well spent. Due to the results of this study, we were awarded the final $1,450.00 needed to fund the restoration of the marsh. These funds were awarded by the Coastal Resources Management Council along with funds previously awarded by the RI Rivers Council.  Herbicide application took place on October 7, 2010.  Mulching of the dead vegetation took place on March 1, 2011. This will be an ongoing project for two more years. Cutting from this point forward will be done by coalition volunteers.   Can you help?
2010 Annual meeting

The annual meeting was held March 11, 2010 at the Warwick Public Library.  The guest speaker was Kate Venturini of the URI College of the Environment and Life Sciences Outreach Center. Her topic was the RI Coastal Plant Guide.  Kate offered a great deal of valuable information to those who live close to Narragansett Bay.  This information has application to inland freshwater bodies as well.  A detailed list of native plants is available at:         

                                   http://www.uri.edu/cels/ceoc/coastalPlants/about.htm 
Educational Outreach

On March 15, 2010 Paul Earnshaw was the guest speaker at the Warwick Neck Garden Club.  He provided a 45 minute presentation about the ecological, hydrological, and recreational importance of Buckeye Brook.  The W.N.G.C. membership was so interested to learn more that a private paddling trip was arranged for June 5th.  I gave a two hour guided tour from Conimicut Point to West Shore Road and back.  The group included 22 people, most of whom had never even paddled before.  After their experience, many said they looked forward to taking that trip again on their own.
The coalition had a booth at the 2010 Rhode Island Saltwater Anglers Fishing Show.  Coalition members at the booth offered  information to many of the attendees.  The booth space is given to the coalition each year completely free of charge.  It’s a great opportunity to do public outreach to the thousands of people who attend this event.

 Each Earth Day, cleanup volunteers from several Scout troops have taken on stewardship of the Old Warwick Ave. section of the brook. The past several years the BBC has been allowed to temporarily close the road.  This allows for adequate safety for the scouts during the clean up. Because their time is not spent avoiding passing traffic, the scouts make quick work of the job. This leaves time to provide an educational experience each year.  Previously we did water sampling and testing, along with macro invertebrate and bio diversity sampling.  Unfortunately, due to the spring floods, it was best to not be directly involved with the water this past year, so an open forum discussion about Buckeye Brook was held instead.  We talked about the importance of ecology, how watersheds function, as well as items of cultural & historical significance throughout the watershed. 
For the past several years I have conducted guided tours of Buckeye Brook in the month of June. The Warwick Neck Garden Club took the Riding the Tide paddle trip on June 5th.   On June 27th there was another trip on Warwick Pond and the upper reaches of the brook.  Although it is a very scenic trip, this area of the brook has a dark side.  The de-icing contamination from T.F. Green Airport has left unsightly scars on the brook.  It turns everything that comes in contact with the water to a pumpkin orange color.  I have often referred to this area as something from a Dr. Seuss book.  This trip brings to light one of the most serious problems in the brook, one that is yet to be resolved.
On August 10, 2010 the coalition attended National Night Out for the second year.  This also provided the opportunity to share information with those who attended this family oriented event.  It allowed us to voice concerns with regard to T.F Green Airport and storm water management problems to many of the political figures in attendance who were running for elected office. 
One of the coalition’s greatest opportunities of 2010 was to mentor a student in the junior class at Bishop Hendricken High School.  Nathan Andrews became very concerned about iron oxide bacteria in the brook, due to the discharge of de-icing chemicals used at T.F. Green Airport.  Timothy Knight and I worked with Nathan for the better part of the year, performing water sampling and testing.  This provided Nathan with the facts and data to develop an extensive science fair project named “Does T.F Green’s De-icing Affect Water Quality?”  Nate was awarded first place at the RI State Science Fair.  This was followed by a 4th place in Environmental Studies at the International Science Fair where he competed against 2,700 students.  His success has resulted in his receiving numerous awards, including scholarships to URI and to Rhode Island College.  Nathan is interested in continuing his education in environmental science and bio-technology after graduating from high school this year.

8th Annual Direct Fish Count Program

This past year’s count provided very disappointing data on the status of the herring run due to the fact that there has been no increase of the returning herring since the closure of the fishery in 2004.  Only 8,100 fish were counted in 2010.  Numerous organizations and State Agencies have been monitoring and collecting data on this problem since river herring became a species of concern.  At first the problem was blamed on the recreational angler, primarily by owners of commercial fishing fleets.  This resulted to date in closures in four states, with more likely to follow soon.  However, no regulations exist for protection of river herring at sea.

The Buckeye Brook Coalition has joined a group of organizations known as The Herring Alliance.  The Herring Alliance has a membership of over one million people. We have attended meetings of the Mid-Atlantic Fisheries Council where we have made public and written comments regarding changes to regulations with regard to fisheries under that council’s jurisdiction. We also submitted written comments to the New England Fisheries Council regarding regulatory changes being proposed in fisheries under their jurisdiction.
It is apparent after improving water quality, dam removals, fish ladder installations and restorations, that the real problem must exist elsewhere. After all, the herring are only in freshwater spawning grounds for a very short amount of their life.  It is at sea that they are at threat from the greatest predator, humans.  Approximately 1,500 vessels in the Atlantic Mid water trawler fleet are most likely the cause for the decline of river herring along the east coast by as much as 95%.  These vessels are not targeting river herring, but other species such as mackerel, butterfish, squid, sea herring and others.  The unfortunate reality is that in targeting those fish, river herring are being caught inadvertently.  This is referred to as “by catch.” 
Through the actions of the Herring Alliance, amendments to the current management plan are being drafted.  They include:
1: Proposals to create safe areas known to be “hot spots” just prior to the spawning run. 
2: Increasing catch collection data by requiring on board observers on all vessels in areas known  

    to be hot spots.
3: No longer allowing dumping at sea of unwanted fish & requiring dock side inspection.
4: Imposing catch limits in safe zones, which would require a vessel to move out of that area  

    when the limit is reached. 
T.F. Green Runway Expansion and safety Improvements.

July 9th 2010 was the official public hearing for the draft environmental impact statement.  While the Buckeye Brook Coalition is sympathetic to the wide array of concerns that citizens of the city have with regard to this proposed project, the Buckeye Brook Coalition was created to be a voice for the brook, so that is the only area that we will speak to. The expansion of the runway will not have any direct impact to Buckeye Brook itself.  However, the proposed safety improvements will. The safety improvements involved the construction of a safety area approximately 300’ in length at the end of runways 5, 16, and 34.  Runway 34 is abutting Buckeye Brook near Warwick Pond.  The safety area will be constructed with EMAS, which puts a crushable material which would slow or stop an aircraft. 

According to the FAA & the Army Corps of Engineers, this will require filling 7.2 acres of Buckeye Brook’s wetlands.  We find this problematic.  The coalition has made both public and written comments to both agencies opposing any further impacts to the wetlands.  We question the need for those safety improvements which some people have maintained are excessive for a lightly used runway.  
On November 4th, the BBC Board of Directors and other stakeholders concerned about the   environmental impacts were given a guided tour of runway 34.  Afterwards, a meeting was held with the FAA and the Army Corps of Engineers concerning mitigation plans.   Due to the fact that the proposals in the Environmental Impact Statement offered only about ½ acre of benefit to Buckeye Brook’s watershed, they were asking the attendees to recommend areas of the watershed to be used in mitigation requirements that would be required if the wetlands are impacted by the Final Record of Decision.  The BBC Board of Directors is currently reviewing this matter. 

Request to be added to the National Parks Service’s National Rivers Inventory and designation as a “Wild & Scenic River”

Well that heading is a mouthful! You might also think, Buckeye Brook… A RIVER?  No, I’m not crazy; neither was our founder Steve Insana when he started to pursue all this in 2007.  Through Steve’s initiative, Buckeye Brook was visited by the NPS and was found to definitely qualify based on its outstanding remarkable values. The size of the system is not a requirement.
The coalition has continued its pursuit of this distinction by asking the membership, the public, and affiliations of the coalition to write letters of support to the National Parks Service, to our congressional representatives, and to the Warwick City Council.  We have been in contact with all of the above looking for their support.  In October Councilwomen Taylor submitted to the Council a resolution in support of placing Buckeye Brook on the National Rivers Inventory and recommending it for designation as a Wild & Scenic River.  Council members Travis, Delgiudice, Colantuono, Donovan, Place, and Solomon all cosponsored the resolution, which was passed unanimously, and Mayor Avedisian signed it (PCR-164-10) on October 19, 2010.
On January 3, 2011 I was notified by Joan Harn, representing the relevant National Park Service  agency in Washington D.C., that Buckeye Brook was approved by the steering committee to be added to the National Rivers Inventory, which already includes the Chipuxet, Pawcatuck, and Wood rivers.  However, little old Buckeye Brook is the only Rhode Island river that is currently listed as “recommended for inclusion” in the Wild and Scenic Program.    
From here, we will be seeking support from the R.I. House and Senate, and Governor Chaffee, asking them to request our congressional representatives to move our designation through by an Act of Congress.

2010 Annual Fundraiser

Last but not least, the annual fundraiser was held on September 19, 2010. A great success, and a good time was had by all. This is a fantastic outdoor family oriented event to help support the coalition’s activities throughout the year. The co-chairs of the fundraising committee, George & Stephanie Shuster, graciously opened their property to all for the cookout, but that’s not all! There were games for the kids, and parents enjoyed one of the last good weekends of the summer. This year’s live music was provided by Mark Cutler & Dickey Reed, two local well known artists.  Our guest speaker was John Torgan, Save the Bay bay keeper.  All this, while taking in views of Buckeye Brook (Mill Cove), Narragansett Bay and Conimicut Light.  It doesn’t get much better than that!  I know you will be there next year.
I hope that this is the year you contact us about something that you want to participate in.  Since I became involved, I have always felt a great sense of reward and accomplishment. Thanks to all of you who have contributed in any way. 
